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A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR CEO, RACHEL 
ELGINSMITH
As we reflect on this tumultuous year, I am continually 
inspired by the resiliency of our schools and of the 
families we serve. Throughout all the challenges ranging 
from masks, distancing, and hand sanitizers to shifting 
guidelines and classrooms in gyms or outside, our 
partner schools remained open. Parents and schools 
were able to prioritize education alongside the health 
and safety of our students.
  
The BASIC Fund met challenges faced by our families and 
schools as well. In addition to raising our scholarship cap 
by 25% for all 3,600+ students this year, we expanded 
partnerships with organizations like the Bay Area 
Discovery Museum, providing STEM curriculum and 
hands-on activities for BASIC Fund partner schools. 
We are also building new relationships with local 
corporations like Chevron and First Republic Bank, 
providing valuable financial literacy resources for BASIC 
Fund parents.

With our new look we are redoubling our commitment to 
providing safe, quality educational opportunities for low-
income Bay Area children and families. It is thanks to you, 
our donors and community, that we are ready to meet 
new challenges as they come. On behalf of the thousands 
of BASIC Fund students and families, thank you so much.

Mission Statement

The BASIC Fund is a privately funded 501(c)3 organization 
whose mission is to advance education equity for low-income 
families by helping offset the cost of tuition at private schools 
in the Bay Area.
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GR ATITUDE
It’s difficult beyond words to describe our thankfulness for the support of my 
child’s quality education in pursuing her dreams. With the onset of Pandemic 
since early last year, we’ve been hit hard. With the supplemental scholarship 
last year, my child can attend the school we always wanted.

Danna is a BASIC Fund Alumna that started her college education this fall 
at Stanford University. Both Danna and her mom, Adrianna, credit the skills 
that Danna developed back in middle school for her success with developing 
confidence, mastering school, and working within her high school community 
to become the high achiever she is today.  “The BASIC Fund opened up a 
whole new world to us,” Danna said.

Almost all of the schools in our district are under-performing and without this 
scholarship we wouldn’t have enough money to send them to their current 
school. At their school they are able to excel as well as get help if they struggle 
in a subject. They are never left behind but are able to work at each level until 
it is mastered. Our children were also able to attend school in person all year 
last year! No time was lost this last school year and they are all three doing 
well in their studies. 

This year the scholarship has helped so significantly, with covid and losing 
hours and work. This scholarship has taken a tremendous hardship away in 
helping with my daughter to continue her 5th year with the school she has 
been in since preschool.

Receiving the Basic Fund Scholarship means my child can attend a school that 
is safe in our city. A school that has a smaller ratio of children and teachers, 
which means more care for my child, and a school that will help build my 
child’s future by exposing her to more curriculums and subjects. Receiving 
this scholarship is also a huge help to alleviate our financial burden, especially 
since we’ve had a financial hit during the past year due to the pandemic.

DANNA 
BASIC FUND ALUMNA , STANFORD UNIVERSIT Y

FLYN, OWEN AND TRENRIN 
2ND 3RD AND 5TH GR ADERS, YGNACIO VALLEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

R AYNA 
3RD GR ADER, ST. JOACHIM SCHOOL

PHOEBE 
KINDERGARTENER, MONTESSORI CHILDREN’S HOUSE OF HAY WARD

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS

This year we are pleased to present to you our new logo and brand, representing a refresh of our mission 
and our commitment to provide early education opportunities for low-income families across the Bay Area.

The past two years has magnified the stark needs of the families we serve yet we are energized by prospects 
for new partnerships and avenues of support. We have supported more than 25,000 students to date, and 
thanks to you we are ready to help the next 25,000. 

From all of us here at The BASIC Fund I cannot thank you, our donors, enough for helping us make an 
indelible impact on the lives of thousands of children and families each year.

A NEW LOOK
YET A FAMILIAR NEED
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN, DICK BARKER

Richard C. Barker



YOUR 
DOLLARS  
AT WORK
Our fiscal year ends June 30th and 100% 
of Program, Development and General 
expenses are funded by the BASIC Fund 
Board of Directors. 

Fiscal Year Expenses 

$9,009,838

Scholarships

$7,662,968
85%

Programs

 $735,078
8%

Development

$513,119 
6%

General

$98,673                
1%

WHY CHOOSE

Scholarships allowing a child to move to a new 
school is the most immediate and effective way 
to change their life. There are thousands of 
empty seats in BASIC Fund partner schools. We 
can fill them, today!

IMMEDIACY

Parents place a high priority on their children’s 
education. Each family contributes at least $500 to 
their children’s education. Parental involvement has 
proven to be a key factor in a child’s academic success.

ALIGNMENT

We are long-term partners with our families. In 
addition to providing the continuity of a Pre-K through 
8th-grade education, The BASIC Fund empowers 
families by offering a choice of schools as well as 
scholarships to all siblings, keeping families together.

STABILTY

100% of funds raised are immediately translated 
into scholarships that put children in private and 
parochial school seats. All administration costs are 
covered by our Board  of Directors.

EFFECTIVENESS & EFFICIENCY

The breadth of the BASIC Fund’s program is 
unmatched in the Bay Area. The thousands of 
families in our program lift entire communities.

REACH

Our scholarships are awarded based on a family’s 
need – not grades, test scores, or a lottery outcome.

EQUITABLE

KEY CORPORATE PARTNERS




